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On Monday, amidst the tranquility 
of her Connecticut home, historian 
Barbara Tuchman passed away, 
cannot begin to recount the admira- 
tion, the affection and the profound 
respect her writing inspired. Her 
death came as a personal loss. 

Less than 48 hours later, the State 
Department included in its annual 
report on human rights conditions in 
169 nations a dozen pages devoted to 
cataloguing the violations committed 
by the occupation army in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

The two events are linked together 
by a slim volume that sometimes 
loses itself among all the books on the 
Middle East which occupy yards of 
space in my personal library. 

In the wake of the first exultation 
that swept most of the world at the 
birth of Israel, Ms. Tuchman set 
down to write Bible and Sword It 
was never counted as one of the 
Pulitizer Prize-winner's important 
works. 

Among her several major 
obituaries and appreciations which 
appeared this week, Bible and Sword 
received scant mention. At any rate, 

I am told it has long been out-of- 
print. It came to me through a 
secondhand book store in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. Its sales in 1956 could 
have hardly enriched New York 
University. 

In yielding copyright to the school, 
Ms. Tuchman demonstrated her own 
lack of profit-incentive in the long 
months devoted to researching and 
writing. In addition, there must have 
been considerable stress brought to 
bear on the author for adopting a 
controversial position 
At a time when many Zionists still 
harbored bitter hatred against the 
English for their resistance to Pales- 
tine’s conversion into a Jewish- 
controlled state, Barbara Tuchman 
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ne progenitor of Israel. 

Bible and Sword traces the con- 
nections between the island kingdom 
and the Jewish people into the mists 
of pre history. It presents the best 
explanation I have ever read for the 
circumstances which made England 
the first Christian nation (about 1300) 
to bar Jews from residency. It shows 
how their return several hundred 
years later played a major role in the 
development of the world's mightiest 
empire — the “Sword” of the title. 

, But the basic premise of the book 


rests on the lervor that prominent 
and influential Englishmen invested 
in the idea of restoring Jews to the 
Holy Land in an attempt to fulfill the 
prophecies of the Bible. 

It would be impossible, and even 
Ms. Tuchman didn’t try, to convince 
modern Americans of the far- 
reaching impact a revival in Chris- 
_ tianity had on Victorian England. 

The Bible became the guide for 
statecraft, as well as religious prac- 
tices. It was used to excuse the 
excesses of imperial rule. Massacres 
were fairly commonplace. Torture of 
suspected “rebels” was routine. 

On the basis that they brought the 
Word of God to heathen people, the 

British 19th and early 20th century 
conquerors felt perfectly free to 
indulge their power in all sorts of 
ways considered today “violations of 
human rights.” 

Indeed, when Ms. Tuchman wrote 
her book equality among all mankind 
was still an unobserved ideal 

In the mid-1950s, the Civil Rights 
movement in the United States was 
only beginning to pick up steam. The 
French continued to brutalize 
Algerians., The English were 
engaged in African independence 
wars, when men could tell their 
enemies by the color of their skin. 

None of the changes happening 
around her affected the author. The 
scope of Bible and Sword remains 
firmly fixed on the advantages 
brought to the creation of Israel by 
the British empire as the militant 
enabler of some Englishmen’s Bib- 
lical dream to restore the Jewish 
people to the Promised Land. 

In the book, Palestine’s Arab 
population exists only as despoilers 
of the sacred earth and its traditions. 
There is nothing vicious in the 

who can claim descent from the 
Canaanites who first welcomed 
Abraham and then resisted Moses’ 
returning refugees from Egypt. 

Barbara Tuchman possessed too 
much personal charity and sense of 
justice to permit accusations that her 
book truly maligned the Palestinian 
people. 

However, the impression left was 
even more deadly to her hopes that 
the recently established Israel would 
become a beacon for all humanity, 


besides a haven for her oppressed 
fellow Jews. 

In her book, Ms. Tuchman denied 
all reality to the presence of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Arabs in what 
the British called Palestine, as had 
the Romans and Ottoman Turks 
before them. In that sense, the 
superb scholar simply echoed the 
early Zionist slogan: A land without a 
people for a people without a land. 

By the time death came calling this 
week, Barbara Tuchman had learned 
the tragic flaw in Bible and Sword 
Each new casualty in the current 
Palestinian uprising must have 
brought personal pain to a lady of her 
great compassion. 

Certainly, the State Department 
report this week could have only 
added to the discomfort of her final 
days. As an admirer, I must express 
my relief that Ms. Tuchman’s 
inevitable death was not delayed 
until this Friday, or beyond. 

For those of us who face the future, 
the report undoes some of the 
damage of the past. It is the first 
instance In which Washington has 
raised a clear, unmistakeable voice 
against the injustices which have 
been visited on a helpless people 
every day for more than 20 years. 

At the very least, maybe now 
Israel’s rulers should examine the 
lessons taught by the history of other 
conquerors, as explicated in Ms. 
Tuchman’s body of works. Soon, they 
must let the Palestinians gol 


